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Director’s Corner

Around this time a year ago, we learned of a new initiative aimed at building 
bridges between some of our nation’s leading art collections and museums 
like ours. Appropriately named ‘Art Bridges’, this national effort is the vision of 
philanthropist and art collector Alice Walton and the Crystal Bridges Museum 
of American Art in Bentonville, Arkansas, which she founded. Six months, 
many conversations, and a postmarked application later, I was delighted to 
learn via a phone call that DuMA had been selected as one of Art Bridges’ first 
pilot projects and would receive major funding in support of bringing the 
exhibition African American Art In The 20th Century to Dubuque this spring!  
This incredible survey of leading African-American artists, which is drawn 
from the collections of the Smithsonian American Art Museum in Washington, 
D.C., represents the first complete traveling exhibit to visit DuMA since our 
affiliation with the Smithsonian three years ago. I would like to extend our 
appreciation to Art Bridges, Humanities Iowa, and the many individual donors 
who helped make this project possible.

African American Art In The 20th Century will be complimented in the galleries 
by two other, powerful exhibitions. Be sure to stop in to see Madai Taylor’s 
stirring mixed-media works and the hopeful expressions of those battling 
cancer in Living Proof Exhibit A Visualization of Hope (see pages 6-7).

Our exhibitions are just the tip of the ... snow sculpture ... this winter and 
spring, however.  Starting with the 2nd Winter Arts in the Park event and new 
youth art classes in January, and continuing through the Annual K-8 Student 
Art Exhibit in March and April, there is something to delight and surprise all 
ages at the museum this spring.

See you at the Museum,

Staff and Board News
The Dubuque Museum of Art wishes to acknowledge and thank the following 
members of the Board of Trustees for their service:

Dr. Tom Benda, Jr. – 10 years of service (term ended December 2018)
Rusty Knight – Board President (term ends May 2019)

Stacy Peterson has been promoted to Curator and Registrar. 

We would also like to welcome Hana Velde as our new Lead Teaching Artist 
and Cyndie Nelson as our new volunteer Gift Shop Manager.

David Schmitz
Executive Director
563.557.1851
dschmitz@dbqart.com

Photo courtesy of Gail Chavenelle

Director’s Corner
I want to thank the nearly 200 museum supporters who attended our annual Gala and  
Art Party in November, along with several hundred more community members who 
purchased raffle tickets, our donating artists and businesses, generous sponsors, and 
tireless volunteers. Your support is crucial to sustaining our mission. Thank you!

Recently we have observed more contemporary artists addressing the environment  
and more exhibitions devoted to the topic of climate change. While unsurprising, art and 
science - both being concerned with observation of nature – have always been closely 
related and offer different yet complimentary ways of understanding the natural world.

Flow: Journey Through the Mississippi River Watershed (see pg. 6) features installations  
by four artists working at the intersection of art and science, specifically around our 
relationship to water. 

As participating artist Libby Reuter says, “People tend to take their family’s drinking water 
for granted. We expect unlimited water to flow from our taps and don’t understand its 
relationship to our lakes and rivers.” I encourage you to view this exhibit and the unique 
perspective art can offer on our most important natural resource.

During spring, we can also look forward to viewing works by many talented young artists, 
as part of the annual K-8 and High School Student Art Exhibits in March and April, and  
to viewing films from around the world during the annual Julien Dubuque International 
Film Festival, which returns to DuMA April 23-26.

See you at the Museum,

David Schmitz 
Executive Director 
563.557.1851 
dschmitz@dbqart.org

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Officers
Julie Steffen 
President

Andrew Butler 
Vice-President

Tom Peckosh 
Treasurer

Sr. Joan Lingen, BVM 
Secretary

Rusty Knight 
Immediate Past-President

Directors
Alan Bird 
Tim Conlon 
Stephanie Dalton, DDS 
Dr. Paul DeLong  
Michael Donohue 
John B. Donovan 
Emily Duehr 
General Bob Felderman 
Dr. Sudhir Koneru 
Dr. Randall Lengeling 
Maureen Quann 
Janice Roerig-Blong 
Jan Stoffel 
Cheryl Syke 
Tonya Trumm 
Renee Tyler 
Chris Wand 
Jack Wertzberger 
Robert Wethal

STAFF AND ANNIVERSARIES

DuMA welcomes Christine Schiesl  
as Membership and Visitor Services 
Associate.

Barb Barton  
Director of Advancement 
1 year (April)

Margaret Buhr 
Director of Education 
24 years (March)

Jean Hoeger 
Director of Operations 
4 years (March)

Kay Schroeder 
Marketing and Engagement Manager 
3 years (February)

Amethyst Barron 
Marketing and Visitor Services 
Associate

Stacy Peterson 
Curator and Registrar

David Schmitz 
Executive Director

Erik Steffenson 
Maintenance Specialist
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Michael and Pricilla raised three sons in Bellevue, Iowa, where they were both teachers. While Priscilla 
remained an educator, Michael ventured into business, opening the first Doland Jewelers in Bellevue  
in 1986. More than thirty years later, after opening additional locations in Dubuque and  
Davenport, Michael retired from the family business and handed over the reins  
to their three sons. 

In retirement, Michael has rediscovered his love of painting and spends  
hours in front of his easel. He enjoys painting scenes from years of travel  
and combines his background in jewelry with his current artwork.

WHAT WERE YOUR FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF THE MUSEUM? 
We liked the open and airy feel of the entrance and the display of works  
by local teachers. The variety of paintings, drawings and sculpture are  
eclectic and intriguing.

WHY DID YOU BECOME MEMBERS? 
Art of all kinds is integral to a thriving, progressive community.  
We want to support that in Dubuque.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE PART ABOUT BEING A MEMBER? 
We are “in the loop” and more likely to use it. We are more aware 
of new artist displays, so we don’t want to miss them.

WHAT SHOULD OTHERS KNOW ABOUT DUMA? 
The creative center for children is fun and encourages  
children to try many forms of art and enjoy the experience.  
Our grandchildren could have stayed in the center for much  
longer than we had time to allow.

MICHAEL AND PRICILL A DOL AND

Member Profile

Reciprocal Membership

DID YOU KNOW? 

Through our affiliation with the North American Reciprocal Museum (NARM) program, DuMA members at the  
$125 Affiliate level and above receive free admission and other member benefits at more than 1,100 museums  
nationally. At many museums, these discounts can save a family of four $50 or more on a single visit!

Current Affiliate (and higher level) Members: Present your DuMA membership card (with a gold NARM  
sticker affixed to the back) at participating museums to gain free admission, discounts on dining and gift shop  
purchases, and more. Benefits vary by museum and may change at any time. For a list of participating  
museums, visit dbqart.org/membership.

Considering upgrading your DuMA membership to the Affiliate level?  
Contact Director of Advancement Barbara Barton at 563.557.1851 ext 110  
or bbarton@dbqart.org.
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THANK YOU!

Thank you to all our guests, artists, volunteers, businesses, and sponsors for 
helping us “Paint the Town” on Friday, November 8, 2019, at the Hotel Julien 
Dubuque. Your participation and generosity made for a wonderful evening of 
fun and philanthropy!

Gala + Art Party

CALL FOR DONATIONS  Moving? Downsizing? Cleaning out?  
Let someone else enjoy your beautiful things. 

The Dubuque Museum of Art is organizing a tag sale of gently used 
home décor, artworks, accessories, and fine home furnishings.  
All proceeds from the event will benefit Museum programs.

To offer a donated item, visit dbqart.org/events or call 563-557-1851.

Save the Date

June 5-7, 2020  |  Dubuque Museum of Art

A special thanks to our 
Honorary Chairs, Jillayne  
and Brad Pinchuk, and 
committee members.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

Kathie Anderson 
Victoria Cote 
John B. Donovan 
Emily Duehr 
Jillayne Pinchuk 
Maureen Quann 
Diane Sass 
Janice Roerig-Blong 
Danielle Stowell

SPONSORED BY:  Conlon Construction  •  Dubuque Bank & Trust  •  HGA Architects       
Hotel Julien Dubuque  •  ImOn Communications  •  U.S. Bank

SAVE THE DATE:  

11.13.20

UPSCALE
SALE
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Exhibitions
Flow: Journey Through the Mississippi River Watershed

RELATED PROGRAMS: 

MEMBER PREVIEW RECEPTION
Friday, January 24, 5-7 pm

LUNCH & LEARNS
Lobby, 12:15-1:00 pm

March 4 
Erich Schmechel, Urban Coordinator,  
Dubuque Soil & Water Conservation District

March 11 
Jared McGovern, Curator of Conservation 
Programs, National Mississippi River  
Museum & Aquarium 

March 18 
Rebecca Ohrtman, Northeast Iowa  
SWP Coordinator, Iowa Department of  
Natural Resources

March 25 
Marybeth Stevenson, Watershed Project 
Manager-Eastern Iowa, Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources

ARTIST GALLERY TALK
Sunday, April 19, 1 pm 
Flow: Journey Through the Mississippi  
River Watershed exhibition artists: Libby Reuter,  
Susan Knight, Jennifer Bates, Anna Metcalfe

Flow: Journey Through the Mississippi River Watershed brings together  
five large-scale installations, by five Midwestern artists, that reveal our 
connections to water in unexpected ways. 

Water is ubiquitous and essential to human life. Frequently we see stories  
of flooding and water quality featured in local and regional news reports. 
Arguably, the Mississippi River defines the quality of life across the Tri-State 
region; this major artery of water along with its massive watershed  
impacts everything from industry, agriculture, and recreation, to our 
physical health and well-being.

Removed from the customary grand vista – how rivers and bodies of water 
have traditionally been represented in painting and art history – the 
artworks in this exhibition draw inspiration from science and the fields of 
hydrology, water quality, and water conservation. 

Organized by the Dubuque Museum of Art 
JANUARY 18 – APRIL 19, 2020
FALB FAMILY GALLERY

Libby Reuter and Joshua Rowan, Lily Pads, Bulger’s Hallow Recreation Area, Clinton, Iowa, 
2017, photograph mounted on acrylic, 28x42 in., courtesy of the artist
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Libby Reuter and Joshua Rowan of St. Louis, Missouri mark the locations of 
watersheds, and where streams have been harmed or buried, with fragile 
glass cairns, which the artists then photograph and present as ‘waterscapes’. 
According to Reuter, “Our work celebrates the Mississippi River basin –  
[covering] 40% of the continental United States – and its water wealth that 
provides drinking water for 50 million people and irrigation for 90 percent of 
agricultural exports.”

Clean Water, a site-specific installation by artist Jennifer Bates of Cedar Falls, 
Iowa, consists of approximately 1,500 recycled water bottles, colored a 
vibrant blue, that take the form of a section of the Mississippi River that 
extends through the Greater Dubuque region. 

In two separate installations, Susan Knight of Omaha, Nebraska examines  
the natural and symbolic cross-currents around bodies of water. Working with 
plastic and paper, Knight’s works mimic the movement of water, itself, and 
the impacts of industry, agriculture, and recreation. 

Upstream, an installation by Anna Metcalfe of Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
reflects the artist’s decade-long investigation of the waters of the Upper 
Mississippi and interest in socially-engaged art. Through an ongoing  
series of conversations in communities up and down the river, Metcalf 
collects residents’ stories and experiences related to water, which are then 
incorporated into ceramic tea cups.

WINTER/SPRING EXHIBITIONS

SPONSORED BY:

Jennifer Bates, Clean Water, 2019, paint, recycled water bottles, 
wood panels, 9x28 ft., courtesy of the artist

Susan Knight,  
Hidden Magic, 2016, 
Tyvek, paper,  
acrylic tube, 8x12 ft., 
courtesy of the artist
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A City at Work: Dubuque Portraits from 1912 features 
rarely-seen images of Dubuque industries as they 
existed more than a century ago. As described in the 
exhibition catalog by co-authors Tim Olson and Mike 
Gibson of the Loras College Center for Dubuque History:

In the spring of 1912, two men arrived in Dubuque and 
began shooting the photographs that would become the 
Klauer Collection. For three weeks they traveled throughout 
the city with a large format camera and a magnesium 
powder flash lamp, photographing workers in factories, 
offices, shops, saloons, and even the operating room of  
St. Joseph Mercy Hospital. We don’t know the photographers’ 
names, though they each posed as customers when 
needed, leaving us several self-portraits. … When the 
photographers left Dubuque, they left behind roughly 440 
extraordinary photographs documenting a city at work.

To mark the 100th anniversary of the project, in 2012, Dubuque 
artist and photographer Tim Olson returned to the same locations 
and photographed the places as they existed a century later.  
The resulting exhibition, A City at Work: 1912 to 2012, shown at 
DuMA in partnership with the Loras College Center for Dubuque 
History, was among the best attended and most popular in the 
museum’s history.

However, when this exhibition closed in 2013, that wasn’t the  
end of it. Olson and Gibson continued to research and exhibit the  
Klauer Collection. With the assistance of several local historians, 
they completed two books of the collection, one for the 1912 
images and one for the 2012 images. 

As a result, the Dubuque Museum of Art is once again revisiting 
these familiar and beloved images from Dubuque’s significant 
industrial history. This new exhibition focuses on six of the 1912 
images along with newly researched biographies of the men and 
women in the photographs.

A City at Work: Dubuque Portraits from 1912
JANUARY 18 – APRIL 19, 2020 
AMUSE BOUCHE BALCONY GALLERY

Exhibitions

SPONSORED BY:

RELATED PROGRAMS: 

GALLERY TALK
Sunday, February 16, 1 pm 
Tim Olson and Mike Gibson

Photographer Unknown,  
Milwaukee Railroad Shops -  
Blacksmiths, Garfield Avenue, 1912, 
printed in 2019, ink jet print, 30x40 in., 
Collection of the Loras College 
Center for Dubuque History
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The Merry Makers: Paintings by Carrie Pearce
JANUARY 25 – MAY 17, 2020 
KRIS MOZENA MCNAMER GALLERY

Peoria, Illinois artist Carrie Pearce explores the realm of imagination, memory, 
and nostalgia in her latest series of figurative oil paintings.

Pearce’s style has been described as imaginary realism. The fantastic figures in her 
work derive from a combination of imagination and photographic references. 
Although dedicated to the rigorous 16th century painting techniques of the Old 
Masters, she paints curious scenes of children interwoven with their toys and pets. 
The figures in her paintings are inspired by vintage family photos, particularly of 
children, that she finds at antique stores and estate sales. Pearce describes her  
work as emotional portraits rather than portraits of people. She imagines what life 
was like for these unknown children, what their thoughts, hopes, and dreams were. 
Her paintings become phantasmagorical worlds that explore each figure’s story.

Carrie Pearce was born in Peoria in 1969. She has been drawing and painting for as 
long as she can remember. Carrie attended the Savannah College of Art and Design 
in Savannah, Georgia where she graduated with honors. Carrie’s work has been 
featured both nationally and internationally. She was one of ten finalists for the 2019 
Bennett Prize, a national juried art competition and exhibition to honor and encourage 
women figurative painters. She is a “Living Artist” with the Art Renewal Center, an 
organization dedicated to the revival of realism in fine art. Her work has been 
featured in Fine Art Connoisseur, American Art Collector, and Hi-Fructose magazine.

WINTER/SPRING EXHIBITIONS

SPONSORED BY:

RELATED PROGRAMS: 

MEMBER PREVIEW RECEPTION
Friday, January 24, 5-7 pm

ARTIST TALK
Saturday, January 25, 1 pm

Carrie Pearce, The Merry Makers, 2019,  
oil on linen, 56x78 in., courtesy of the artist
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Museum Fellowship Program

SARA CULLERS 
2019-20 Exhibitions and Collections Fellow 

I work under Curator and Registrar Stacy Peterson to learn  
all about museum registration and curation. I was formerly 
Stacy’s intern while completing a degree in art history at  
Clarke University.

Through this fellowship, I have had the opportunity to take 
online courses in registration and collection management 
through the American Association for State and Local History 
(AASLH). This spring, I’ll begin an online class at Northeast  
Iowa Community College, all as part of the Fellowship.

When I come to the museum in the morning the first thing  
I do is my gallery check. I open up each gallery, make sure  
that all of the lights are on and working, and check the  
temperature/humidity to ensure the safety of the artwork.  
I check all the labels and clean the display cases.

One of my favorite tasks is assisting with the installation  
and de-installations of exhibitions. In addition to helping  
with labels and checklists before the artwork arrives, I assist  
Stacy and her team with conditioning, layout, and installation 
of artworks in the galleries. A de-install is the same but done  
in the opposite order. The artwork comes off the walls, is 
conditioned again, repacked, and the walls are prepped  
(filling the nail holes, painting, etc.).

Currently, I am adding all of the new Arthur Geisert illustrations 
to our study collection. They receive a study number and then 
are photographed, conditioned, and stored. Next I will go 
through all of the museum’s recent art acquisitions and make 
sure all of the necessary paperwork is completed.

In fall 2019, DuMA established a Museum Fellowship program with the support of a Special Projects Grant from the 
City of Dubuque. The goal of the program is to expose young people to career pathways in the arts and museums 
fields and to develop and retain Dubuque’s creative workforce.
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Education Highlights
Grant Wood’s Secrets

ArchiTREK
Duane Hagerty 
CEO of Heritage Works 
Thursdays, 12:15 pm – 1 pm  
Dubuque Museum of Art

January 16 
Dubuque’s Streetcar Line

February 20 
Conflagration: How Fires  
Shaped Downtown Dubuque

March 19 
Dubuque’s Stained Glass Heritage

Youth Art Classes
Kids can explore a variety of 
mediums and concepts from the 
traditional to the unexpected!

Visit dbqart.org/youth-camps 
to register for Winter and Spring 
classes and to join our family 
programs mailing list.

Upcoming Adult and Youth Programs

K-8 and High School Student  
Art Exhibitions
As part of Art and Music in our Schools Month, the  
works of students from all Dubuque Community  
and Holy Family elementary and middle schools are 
displayed at the museum each spring. Additionally,  
every two years, DuMA exhibits the work of high school 
artists from all three Dubuque High Schools.

In Grant Wood’s Secrets, the title of her talk and new book, 
author and professor Sue Taylor incorporates original  
research and close readings of Grant Wood’s iconic, as well as 
lesser-known, artworks to reveal how the artist’s sometimes 
anguished psychology and art was shaped by his close 
relationship with his mother. Presenting Wood’s unfinished 
autobiography “Return from Bohemia” for the first time ever, 
Sue Taylor integrates the artist’s own recollections into fresh 
interpretations of his art.

Dr. Sue Taylor holds advanced degrees in art history from 
Roosevelt University and the University of Chicago. Taylor  
has worked as a museum curator and newspaper critic as  
well as a professor of art history. 

Visit dbqart.org/events and follow us on Facebook for  
an announcement of this program.

DR. SUE TAYLOR 
Professor Emerita of Art History 
Portland State University

Hosted in conjunction with  
the Grant Wood Art Colony, 
University of Iowa

1ST SATURDAY AT 2:00 P.M.
January   February   March

$10 non-members - Free for members

K-8 STUDENT ART EXHIBITION 
JANUARY 25 – APRIL 11, 2020

OPENING RECEPTION
Thursday, March 26, 5:00-6:30 pm



DUBUQUE MUSEUM OF ART 
701 LOCUST STREET 
DUBUQUE, IOWA 52001

HOURS 
T / W / TH / F 10 AM - 5 PM 
SAT 10 AM - 4 PM  |  SUN 1 PM - 4 PM

DAILY ADMISSION 
ADULTS $7 
SENIORS $6 
COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY $4

FREE THURSDAYS AND EVERY DAY 
FOR 18 & YOUNGER, COURTESY OF

AN AFFILIATE OF THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

TIMELESS. TIMELY. ENGAGING.
SINCE 1874

2019-20 OPERATING SUPPORT 
GRANTS PROVIDED BY:

gift shop
CREATIVE & THOUGHTFUL 
CURATED ART GIFTS

A pair of Famous Artist Series Mens 
Hot Sox will have him screaming for 
another pair!

for him

for her
A Printed Village scarf created by 
inspiring artists and designers.  
Printed Village aims to bridge the  
gap between independent designers 
and launching artists into the world  
of retail. 

dbqart.org

Let them get lost in their creativity 
with 365 Days of Drawing, a  
thoughtful and inspiring art journal.

for teens

Trappistine Caramels made and  
sold by the contemplative nuns of  
Our Lady of the Mississippi Abbey in 
Dubuque, Iowa. 

for friends


